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=HILL GOUNTY.

2ILL county is bounded on the west by

Efrom

the Brazus river, which separates M
Busque eounty; on the north by
Johmson county:; on the east by Eliz and
Navarro, and on the south by Limestone and
McLenuan counties. Tt contains 1,030 square

miles, ur 659,200 aeres, and iz eapable of

sustaining o population of 200,000 people.
The grand old State of New Jersey, having

about the swme area, has already a population
of 300,000, but it is true that wmany of them
are in cities, sustained by trades which have
for their patronage the outside workl.

1Lill county is situated near the geographi-
el center of the State, oo the thirty-secomd
}’;:xr;zllul of nertl latitude, and nincty-eeventh

meridian of west longitude.
FOPUGR A THY.

Topographically the county may by divided
into four parts, and for gonvouivnce we will
bein on the west )

The fir-t subdivizion embracce Wl that part
vt the county lying vist of the Drazes river
and west of the Cross Thubers, amounting to
about 16U square tniles. This incdudes the
rich }‘l%iilr\»' sand and choeolate lunds of the

river vatley, thiao which no wmore fertile soil

L of cedar thaber.

Ceribe.

is found on the globe. Leaving the valley

going east, we ascend the *breaks,” which
are merely the rough, unceen lands that

separate the valiey from the table lands
above. The “Ureaks™ furnish fine grazing
for horses and sheep, and also an abaudance
The tabile fand is for the
most part level praivie, though dotted here
aud there with groves of oak and wesquito.
The soil of the table land varies from a gray
and sandy loam to the stiff, waxy land of
black

wheat and onts are the st:tpia products of this

and  cboeolate eslor.  Corn, cotton,

pirt of the county, all of which give good

veturns to the indnstrious farmer. This sce-

tiun Iz in most puarts :Lbum‘i:mt‘ly supplicd

Neoland river runs through

with g(md water. u
the northern part of it and its clewr, crystal
waters tecnr wish every varioty of tie Hony
Along the “breaks” ot the Drazos
numerous  bold  springs send  their sweet
waters over pubbiy bods, fo mix with the
turbid witers of the Brazos.  Several flowing

wells of soft artesian  water gladden the

Liearts of the enterprising farmers who he
Bove the searth and all thinegs thereln were
i’

mde for Whitney is the prineipal

town ol this subdivision, 1t is situaded on
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the Texus Centrul ailrowd, a branch of the |

Houston & Texns Central. 1t has a popula-

tion of aboat 00, aml commumnds Yarere |

teade from the surrounding country, It has
five, energetic and enterprising werchants
and business men who are worthy the confi-
denee ot the people.  Blum, on the Noland,

oo

is alz0 a fine town, and has wany of as clever

citizens as can be found anywhere. 11 has o

propubidion ol revcal buwdred, and dovs o

fine busingss,

The seeond subdivision embraces the Uross
Timbers. This iz a belt of timber land which
passes throngh the county from northeast to

southwest, from six to eight miles in width,

aud eentains about 200 equare miles in Hitf |

H

county. The timber is principally post oak,

but is interspersed with hickory, ash, elm, !

black juck and some other varieties of oak.
Aguilla creek, whieh has its source in Jolin-
son county, courses its way through the
“tunbers” and vinpties its waters into the

Brazos in McLennan county. The soil of

this section, while sandy, varies in color from

dark to gray. The greater part of it is very

fertile. Corn and  cotton fluurish, as ulso

div peas, potatoes, welons and it of all |
Pt ’ i

kinds,  The peuply are denorally prosperons

Water i not so abundang as in

and }mpp_y.

138

the first subdivision, but a line uality
usunlly
beneatlh the susface, and in some parts
natural spriogs are found.
bribing points of this section ae ( wyinglon,
Woudbury, Peoriu and Aquilla, all of which
sret a faly Loend tewde from the aurronming

c.t(umt‘)f.

R N

!

found at from tweuty to forty feet |

The principal |

The third subdivision embraces that part
of the county from tho castern edge of the
While

this sective is several feet higher than the

Cross Pimbers to the » Mountain.”

Cross Timber belt, it is yet a valley. This
valley varies from eight to twelye miles in
width. It has its beginning on Red river, in
Grayson county, and embraces the eastern
part of Grayszon county, the western part of
Collin, the easteru parts of Denton, Tarrant
and Johison counties, the western parts of
Dallas and Ellis counties. and passes througlh
the center of I, into McLennan, and on to
the Colorado at Austin. It is questionable
whether there ean be tound anywhere on the
fuce of the curth a body of npland equal in
extent, in richness and fortility of soil, io
abundance of yield and variety of products,
to be compared with this valley. 11l county
comes in for ker full shure of this magaifi-
cent and beautitul Lelt, which embraces about
250 square miles of her territory, of which
there is scarcely one acre but that is suseepti-
ble of cultivation.  Jlere corn. coutton, wheat,
onts, millet, sorghnm, the native and eulti-
vatad  grassus, luxuriantly grow and yield
a bountitul barvest.  There e numercus
springs in this belt, bat o large majority of
the nhabitants get their water supply under
the earth at a depth of fitteen to thirty feet.
Almost this entire valley is enclosed in farms
and pastures.  Hillsboro, the county seat, is
the principal town of this belt und of the
It s located a little cast of the con-
ter of this vabley, within one wile of the geo-

graphical  venter of the eounty, on an ele-

D vated ridge or plateau, that is bounded by
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ravines whichh Turnish :spi»:n-.’\iﬁ drainage.

L3
o

The geverul fuce of the county is what
would ordinarily be ternied « levely” there are
nu eonsiderable elevidion  or  depressions:

The = Mouwntain,” from which the eounty took

its nanie, s the water-shed or dividing ridge |

Letween the waters of the Drazos and Trinity

rivers, and is a ere prairic ridue of au ele-
vation of about 180 feet above the general
eurtuce of the conntry, and passes from north
to south through the conutry, about two and

The

“lower cross timbers,” a belt of post vak and

one halt miles east from its center,
hickory timber in the mwain, but occasionally
interspersed with other onks and swamp tim-
bers, vanging in width from four to eight
wiles, passes throngh the county abouat paral-
lel with the = Mountain,”” at o distunee of
about six miles west from the center of the
county.

The Brazos river, a never failing stream of
considerablie size, borders the county on the
west. Nolapd's river, nmost beautiful stream,
E,l;i: <15

county; the Aquilly, a large ereck, meanders

through the northwest portion of the

the cross timbers, while its tributaries drain

i seetion between the = Mountain 7 and
the cruss timbers, lnast of the dividing ridgre,
Pichland, a large ereek, and its tributaries,
White Ilock, Ash and other sinaller ereeks,
druin the eastern portion of the county. The

Ash

Aquilla creek, and somne smaller creeks sup-

Drazos river, Noland®s river, ereck,

ported by springs, are perennial, the other
~treatns fuiling in dry seasons.
The prairics are the conscquents of this

puriodicity and the rather peculiar confor-

mation of the country.  Usnderlying the soil,
on the prairies, is a stratum of lime, sund and
gravel closely approaching concrete, runging
i thickness fromi ten to twenty feet, which
is ineapacituted  to support vegetsble life.
Under this stratum is « stratuin of sand and

gravel, varying in  thickness from 1en to
twenty feet, and vuderlying this s a stratum
of soft slate, which constitutes the «water
bed.”

During the periods of drought, evaporation
exceeding the rain fall, the moisture necessary
to the support of vegetable lite is exhausted
from the surface or soil stratuin, and to « con-
siderable depth below, aud no vegetation ex-
cept that which can be snstained by surfuce
moisture, produced by occasional showeis of
rain and the precipitation of molsture from
the atmospliere in the shape of dew, can exist.
The condormation of the timbered portions of '
the county is similar to that of other tiu-
bered sections. The climate, for equability
as to heat and cold, will comparo favorably
with other sections of the same luttude, the
thermornaeter very seldom marking above 65

Falirenleit —or

degrees 10 degrees below

serv.  The much dreaded © northier” is sim-
ply the result of intense cold North, which
veewsivtally turees the = arctic waves ” down
here, for abont four meonths in the year.
Owing to the Jeveluess and openuces of the
country fur alonyg Jiztance North, the change
of temperature is frequently swlden—chang-
ing from mild te the extreme degree of ccld
within from twelve to twenty-four hours.
The extreme cold, bowever, continues only

for a few days. During the summer months
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% Timber constitutes abont one-fourth the
tinuous, rendering the nights espeeially de- ;arca ot Hill county.
livhtful, ‘

FPhic altitude oF Hillsbhoro zhove the level T
of the cea iz 627 feer, while Woodbury iz
700, Blum 632, Hubbard €3%, Fort Wort

650 to 650, Temple 652, ote.

This subjeet has alveady been referred to
0 conuection with the three subdivisions of
the county, It may be added as a fact gen-

For the geology of this section of Texas, erally conceded that 1o county in this portion
see page B, and fur time see page &1, of the State is better tavored in this particu-
lar.  The DBrazos and Noland rivers, Aquilla
TIMBER. .
ereck and severul other streams are perennial,

The timber in this portion of Texas 1s | while still others farnish water at all times

gencrally inferior to that of southern and | except in the dryest seasons.  Desides these
oustern Texas, or other timbered countries. | streams there are, in many portions of the
In 1L county it offers po exception to this eounty, springs of pure limestone water,
rale though fully answers for all ordinary | which fuil only in extremnly dry scasons. The
uses, und there is an abundance for all de- : water-courses are s0 located as to supply the
mands.  Fomnerly it was used For building | various portions of the county with drainage
and until a few years ago many of the resi- | and water fucilities.  The Drazos river, which
dences were boilt of lumber from the native | forus the western hmnuhuy, is one of the
timber.  Sinee the advent of railroads, how- principal rvivers in the State and affords a
ever;, lnnber Lus beeome sulliciently cheap to | never faiiing flow of water.  Noland, a bean.
dispense with the loeul manufactore and the tiful stream, passes through the northwess
use of native timber. The varictics of tim- portion of the county. Aquilla creek, a
ber are pust ouk, burr ouk, bluck Jack, elm, | stream of considerable tmportatce, rises near
hackberry, mulberry, puecan, walnut, cotton- | the Johuson county line and flows south

wood, mesquite and several others, including throngh the county, meandering the eross

ecdar, which, however, is in the wain confined | thabers aud vimptying into the Drazos in

to the western scetion near the Drazos. The MeLennan county; it also has a number of
. - ! . - . .

belt known as the  cross timbers  consists *tributarics which drain the western and con-

mainly of post oak, Lurr cak and Lickery, | tral portivus of the county, ameng them be-

though it is interspersed vecasionally with ing Hacklerry ercek, which rises near the

other varivtivs of trees. The Drazos and | northern Loundary of the county and flows

other streams are bordered with growths of | sguth parailel with the crose timbers, empty-

timber, and  there are wlso some groves of | ing iuto Aguille uear the south boundary of

post vak ausd  other trees in the interior

the county amd druiuiug all the valley west of
t

praivies, he mountain. In the castern purtion, Liel-
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bandd, o lurge ereck with two main branches,
wnd its tributaries, White Rock, Pecan, Ash,
fost-ouk and other smaller crecks, afford
druinage snd water supply. Together, these
stresns afford abundant stoek water, and the
Brazos furnishes water power which bas to
sutne exlent been utilized for milling pur-
poses.  Aside from the flowing streams and
bountiful springs, water may be obtained for
domeetic purposes almost anywhere by dig-
giug or boring to depths ranging from ten to

thirty feet, at but small expense, TYanks or

eye i
wrtiticial ponds are used for stock where |

strewius are not at hand.  Artesian wells are
also coming inte fushion in thia section of
the State.

Water for drinking and eulinary purposes
is obtained almost anywhere in the county
Bat the
best method of obtaining and keeping good

ut a dopth of twenty to thirty feet.

wuter for hiouse purposes is to ecatel rain-
water in cisterns Ulasted out of the shaly
rock near the surface of the ground.

AL I White, near Aguilla, bas a mineral
woll, ylelding the following anaiysis, the
figures denoting the number of grains to the
gullon of water; Common salt, 28.75; sodium
sulplate, 6.84; Terrvus sulphate, 43.87; fer
ric sulpbate, 18.10; aluminum sulphate,
¥3.91; magnesium sulphate, 116.63; caleium
sulpliate, 124.38; calcium cacbonate, 10.20;
silia, 4.14; carbonic aecid gas, 121 eubic
inches to the gallon.  Of course such water
tastes very decidedly of iron or copperas, and
it is cousidered by some physicians here as a
good combination of chemieals for medicinal

1)!1!‘[}0893.

H

A number of artesian wells have been sne-
cessfully drilled in 1Iill connty,—notably in
Files’ valley, Whitoey, and near Hillsboro,
Near Whitney, C. M. Carver had one
sunk on his place to the depth of 1,640 feet,

ete.

which rans abont 3,000 gallons a2 minute, of
pure soft water. Lecently there was sunkat
Lake Mills, by Lobert H. Deering, on the
place of Mrs. .N. A Ifaley, just west of
Hillsboro, a well which first yielded water at

a depth of 121 feet aud eight inches. Iure

! water was reached at a depth of 170 feet,

which rose to the surface, and if piped would
probably have arisen about thirty feer.
Itasca has an artesian well under headway,

and Ilillsboro one contracted for.

BEASGNS,

The severe drouths whielh prove so disas-
trous elsewhere scldow affeet the furmers
here to any serious exteut, and it rarely ve-
curs that the farming interest in IIill county
suffers wmaterially from an extended failure of
rainfall. Even in the driest scasons those
who enltivate carefolly and industrionsly pro-
duce what would in many of the old Stutes
be decmed good crops. Aside from the beue-
iit derived [rom vur more Iavorable seasous
it is a fact beyond all questiou that this soil
stands drounth better than that of most other
counties, and that when crops are planted
here in season, which is a month or two ear-
lier than in other States, they are far less
liable to injury from dreuths, and the farmer
can rely with more certainty on being amply
rewarded for his labor.

As is well known, deep plowing will eua-
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Lle the soil to hold more waler, so that the

elivets of the drouth, which usuadly sneceeds
from about the first of June vntil November,
will be little  woticed. Busides, the dry-
weathior crevisses permit the rains to wash
down nutrient aterial to a goud deptls and 1
thus dnsure permancut fertility. |

As tu the weather in this purt of Texas, see
puge o6, Mere in 1Ll county, the priuci-
pal lucal weather phenomena within the Just
few years have heen the following: October
15, 1885, there was a very heavy raiu, with

Near Leba-

unreofed, small

wind and lail, in this section.

not chuarch  houses werc
buildings blown over, and so much timber
thrown aeruss the roads that they were ren-
dered impussable. One old citizen, when
acked if he had any hail in his seetion, re-
plicd, = No; it just came down in a sheet of
ice und broke up when it strack the ground
We have often heard of s clom!-bursts,” Lat
this is the first iustance of wy fee-burst” to !
our kx:m\'lcdge. Another farmer said that
when on his way to Agnilla after the storn,
as hie was crossimg a bravel near the lower
side of his cotton-ficld, he saw liis last lock
of cotton culmly Hoating down the strewn,
apparently bomind for the Galveston market!

April 3, 1391, water froze to the thickiress
of a ~ dollar.”

CLIMATE AND HEALTIL.

[.3_y compuring our tubles of temperature

with those of the more northera States, an

tnportur t fuct wili be demanstratid, maniely,

that our climate is fur more uniform through-

out the yeur,  We are cquuily exeinpt from

Cceeds 104,

the extreme sumimer heat and the extremo
winter cold of the north, and it is an admit-
ted fuct tlat this uniformity of our climate
s more favorable to health, other things
being cqual. While at the north thousands
porish Ly sunstroke every swmner, there oe-
enr very few well anthenticated instunces of
sunstroke in Texas.  The delightful galf
winds from the south prevail in the swmmer
and extend this far into the interior, greatly
witigrating the heat of that season. The
prevaling diseases of the North, sueli as con-
swinption and other diseasas arising from the
scvere winters, are gaite unkunown in Texas.

Miasmatie discases are nukpown here, there

¢ being no naturzl eauscs to produce them.

The ordinary summer toniperature varies from
50 to 85 aud the extreme heat seldomn ex-
The influence of the sulf Lireezes
is s marked that the average temperature is
el luwer doring the summer mmonths than
it is in the higher latitndes of the North.
The actual winter weather here is generally
confined to a period of less than three months,
commencing in December and ex t(;zuh'ng to
the first of Murch., Freczes oceur at intervals

duriie the winter, but as a rule the freezing

temperature does not continue Iung. The
sunow fulls are licht and infrequent.  Sowme.

times there i= a sleet for aduy or two. Under
this head it may be well to notice also what
arc calied « Texas northers.”  The * norther”
eonstitutes an iwmportant feature of Texas
climate, but one by no means fraught with
such portentous meaning ag people abroad
have heon tanght to belivve by sensational
The « Texus norther”

writers. I nnthmg
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wore than what it is elsewhere known as a

cold noerth wind,
THHE COUNTY ORGANIZED.

Going first far back into  indepeudent
Tesn times, we find that Robertson eonnty
wus created December 14, 1837, as foilows:

© Lo it enacted, ete., That all that seetion
of country lying and situated in the follow-
ingr boundaries be and the same is hereby set
ppart and constituted x pew county, to be
known and called by the nawe of Robertson,
viz.: The line Leginuning on the Brazos river
ut the ecounty line of the county of Washing-
ton, and running on that line essterly to the
Trinity river; thence up that river to the
nurthern edze of the Cross Timbers; thence
due west to the Brazos river; thence dowon
that river to the beginning point.”

Navarro connty was ereated April 25, 1816,

thas:

s 8remon 1. Be ot enacted, ete., that all !

that portion of the county of Robertson in-
cluding within the following bounds be and
the sae is hereby erected into a acw county,
to lie ealled and known by the name of Na-
varre, to wit: Beginnivg on the eust bunk of

the Drazos river at the vorthwest corner of

COUNTIES.

o1R

as to right of representation, shall Le con-
sideved as a part of the connty of Robertson
ntil entitled by nuribers to the right of
separnte rcprescutatiun.

“ Srenos 3. That until the seat of justice
shall be permanently established as hereafter
provided by law, the temporary seat of just.
ice shall bo at the residence of W. I Howe,
and all conrts shall be held thereat”

The first act of the legislature referring to
11ill county was approved Fn;:bruary 7, 1853,
and described its

“That all the

following lmits, to wit: Deginning on the

bonndaries as follows:

territory cumprised in the

southwest line of Ellis county at a point
twenty-two miles from its porthwuest corner;
thence with the sonthwest line of said county
of Ellis to iz south corner; thence to the ex-
treme north corner of Liwestone county;
theuce with the boundaries of Limestone and
Meleunan counties as now defined, to the
Brazos river; thence up that river with its
meanders to a point south seventy-five de-
zrees west from the place of beginning, theuce
north seventy-five degrees cast to the place of
beginning,~—Dbe und the samu is hereby con-
stituted a new county, to be known by the
sname of the county of LIV

Seetions two and three of the act refer to

Limestone county, and thence with the Hue
of suid counuty to the Trinity river: thence np
said river to the Yine ot Dallas county | thenee
west to the corner thercol; thenee north with
the live of said Dallas county to the southeru
boundary line of Fannin county; thence west
to the Brazos river; and thenece down suid
river to the place of heginning.

~3

s 8cerios 2. That said comnty of Navarro,

i the organization of the county aud the loca-
tion of the connty seat.

Srorios 4. % That the county court of said
county shall have power to purchase if neees-
gary 820 aeres of land for the use of said
¢ connty, and  shall lay the same off into suit-

able lots for o town: and after selecting and

s eeltth

1yoagnirt such snitable lots as may bo



necessary for a courthouse, juil, clerks’ offices,
shurches, schoolhouses aud burying ground,
they shall proceed to sell the remainder, or
such portion thereot as they way dec neces-
sary. at public anction, at such time and upon
sucli terms as will ost eonduce to the inter-
est of sauid county, and shall apply the pro-
ceeds thereof to the erection of necessary
public buildings for the use of said county.”

Scction five provides for the compensation
of the chief justice.

Seeron B, % That all that territory situ-
ated novth of the county Lereby created and
whicli was heretofore included within e
limits of Navarro eouuty, be attachied to and
from a part of the territorial limits of the
suid new eounty, and for all wounty und
shall form

general purposcs a part of the

satue; and the loeation of the seat of justice
thereof and the connty Lereby created shal)
be attched to and form a part of the Thir
teeuth Judicial Distrier”

Thus we sce how that 1131 connty was

carved vt of Navarro, the latter out of Rols. |

ertson, aud the Lutter again from Washington.
The county was named in Lwnor of George
W Tl
Foebruavy 15, 1883, the Legishature passed
the fullowing act, defining the dividing lincs
betweein the counties of Hill, Navarro amd

Limestone:

sBueson 1 fe i enucted, ete, thut the

dividing line between the counties of- 11}
and Navarre shall Lereaflter be us follows:
Bcgimsirzg on the upper Bne of Navarro
conuly, three aniles northessterly from its

il

junction with the northeast line of

HISTORY OFR JOHNSOY

county, thenee running sontheasterly purallel
with and at the distance of three miles frou
said line of 1Ll county, the entire length of
eaid lae, to n point which shadl be the south.
west corner of Niavarro, the southeust corner
of Iill and the porth corner of Limestone
county; provided that 1ill county shall pay
the expense of running and wmarking said
line.

“SeEctioN 2. That the nortlh beundary line of
Be-

ginning at the northwest corner ot Freestone

Navarro shall hereafter bLe as follows:

county, thence in a direct line to the point
designated in the preceding section as the
mutual corner of the three countics named;
thence a line shall be drawn direct to the
sontheast corner of 111 county as heretofore

existins

=0

s0 a3 to cowplete the division be-
tween Hill and Limestone conaties.”

L county, aceording to article 810 of the
Revised Statutes of 1879, s bounded as fol-

lows: = litgilming at the northeast boundary

of Mclennan county, thirty-eight and a half

miles north thirty degrecs west from the cast
corner of Falls county; thence north sixty
degrees eust to a puint bearing thirty degrees
cast Trom another point on the southeast line
of Ll county, three wmiles north sixty de-
grees cast from the =outh corner of said
county; tlucncu_yngrth thirty degrees west of
the said point; thence south sixty degrees
west three miles to the south corner of Ellis
county; thenee north thirty degrees west to
a poiut on the Ellis county line, bearing
south thirty degrevs east twenty-two miles
to the west corner of Filis county, us estal-

Helied by the act of Junuary 28, 18505 thenee
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e , i
sutith eeventy-five degrees west to the Drazos

tiver; thenee down that river with its wean-

ders to the northiwest line of  Melennan

caunty s thenes with said Hoo nortic sixty de. |

grees sl to its north corner; thenee sonth
thirty degrees ewst to the place of  be-
ginning.”

In February, 1858, John Flower was an-
thorized by the county court to survey the
county lines dividing ITili from Eilis, Na-
varro aud Limestone couunties, and the dates
wero fixed and published in whick each sur-
vey was to be made.  Mr. Flower made the
survey, and the ficld notes are reeorded in

the first voluine of the Commissioners’

ee-
ords,,lmge 100 et seq.

According to the pruvisious of the legisla-
tive act, ITill eounty wus duly organized by
the clection of the necessary officers in Au-

gust, 1863, —Jawes 1. Dyer as chief jus-

tice, Thomas M. Bteiner, Thowmas Brage, |

Junes K. Davis and J. M. Sunford as county
commissioners, and C. N, Brooks as eounty

clerk. No sherily Lieing clected at the or-
gauie election, Haywood Weatherby was daly
sppointed  eheriff by the Conmmissioners’
Court at its first term.

Mr. Dyer was clected two or twee times to
oflice, and was living meanwhile about four
wiles north of Hillsboro, where he was a
farimer and stock-raiser. Moving frour this
loeality he ived eight years in Steiner valley,
this county, and is now living in Bosque
county. e is an extravrdivary man; is
& philanthiropist, but positive in muuner,
wariuly loving bis friends and equally cold to

his encmies.

Steiner cast kis fortunes with the notorious
filibuster, Williwm Walker, and lost his life
in the vain effort to civilize Nicarsgua,

C. N. Brooks, whose pemmanship shows so
beautifully iu the connty records, discharged
the dnties of both eounty and district clerk for
several years. ile died on u farm four miles
west of illsboro, in the smmmer of 1891.
Nicholsou, the first district clerk, was his
brother-in-law.

Lragg and Sanferd both died in this county,
leaving an untarnished reputation and a
progeny that fully sustains the honorable
reputation of their ancestry.

Davis is still living, eight miles cast of
Iillsboro.

Clayton Williams, the sccond chief justico
of the county, died several years ago.

At the time Il eounty was organized

[ there were only a few hundred voters in the

county, and they were ongaged almost ex-
clueiruly in sto(:k-raising. The prairie part
of the counnty, like a vast meadow, was
covercd with a luxuriens growth of rieh and
nutritious grasses, upon which vast herds of
cittle and horses roamed at will; a little less
wild thun those that rango the broad savan-
nas of South Awerica. On the Brazos river,
which s the western bonndary of the county,
there were a few persons engaged in agri-
ealture in ecouncction  with stocli~raie‘ix\g.
Also a Few small fanns had been opened
alowg the eastern edge of the Cross Thmbers,
along the western slope of the s Mountain,”
und on White Roek creck.  There are now
many farms in the ecunty either of which

numbers wore acres of cultivated land than






